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Whelan 
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today's date 


is December 17, 2001. The time is 2:54 p.m. 
This is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan, 


Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 


the City of New York. I am conducting an 


interview with Lieutenant Brendan Whelan of 


Engine 35, in the quarters of Engine 35. 


Q. Lieutenant, just give us the facts as you 


recall them. 


A. Okay. 35 Engine responded down to the 


World Trade Center after the second plane had hit. 


I believe it was the second fifth alarm that was 


given. We were assigned down on that. 35 Engine 


was the staging area for a number of the Bronx 


companies. We waited until those companies arrived 
and we all went down as one unit together. It was 


about six or seven of us, different units. 


We were told to report in to a command post 


that was supposed to be at Vesey and West. On our 
way down the West Side Highway we had heard of a 


collapse of the first building, at the first 


building, which would have been 2 World Trade I 
believe was the first one to come down. Is that 


correct? 


Whelan 
Q. Yes. 


A. We didn't realize th xtent of the 


collapse. Myself, I thought it was an isolated 


collapse. After the initial collapse we heard a 


number of people giving Maydays over the hand -- 


over the department radio. As we got down to -- we 


could only get our rig into about Barclay and West. 


We left our rig there and we walked up to Vesey, to 
Vesey Street. 


Upon my getting to Vesey, we couldn't find the 


command post <4 ia 
ME «i 1) hadn't realized that the 


whole building had come down. I took my crew as we 


started to head towards the pedestrian walkway that 


connects —-- 
QO. The northern one? 
A. Yes. 
-- the American Express with 6 World 
Trade. We got to that area and as we approached, 1 


World Trade started to collapse. At that point I 


told my men we were carrying all our gear -- to 


drop our gear and to basically high tail it up the 


West Side Highway as quick as we could. 


Whelan 
We got shelter from the collapse, I guess it 


would be, between Barclay and Murray Street and 


after the collapse w immediately after the 


collapse I was able to regroup my crew and we headed 


back into the collapse zone and we operated at this 
time at the collapsed pedestrian bridge and 6 World 


Trade Center. 


We operated there for it was quite a while. 


About three hours. We stretched the line off 24 


Engine, was pumping there. We augmented water to 


that, to a number of hydrants in the area. We 


stretched the line off 24, because at the time there 
was a lot of car fires and there was a parking lot 
there I don't see on the map here. 

So we were doing searches, stretching lines. 


We were doing everything that we could possibly do. 


We were kind of overwhelmed at the task at hand. 


Like I said, we operated for about three, three and 


a half hours and then we went to take a breather and 


as we moved out of the area we weren't permitted 


back in the area by that time by a number of chiefs 


that were in charge. Then we signed in at the 


command post and waited to be used, which we were 


never used. W nded up taken up out of there maybe 


Whelan 


about 10, 11:00 o'clock that night. 


Q. Earlier when you heard maydays, do you 


remember any specific companies? 


Do you remember 


any specific information about the maydays? 


A. I remember the dispatchers asking who was 


giving the maydays over the air. 


I don't really 


recall who was giving the maydays, because there 


were a number of 
other on the depa 
dispatcher was act 


Who are you? Whe 


recall them answe 


rtment radio. 


tually asking, 


like that. 
QO. That's it? 
A. Yes. 


them and they were stepping on each 


I remember the 


"Tdentify yourself. 


re are you located?" and I don't 


ring their locations or anything 


BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thanks a lot, 


q 


Brendan. 


concludes th 


interview. 


The time now is 3:00 p.m. and this 


